
Year 6 SATs 2024



What are the SATs? 
● SATs are tests that are given to children at the end of Key Stage 2. 

W/C Monday 13th May, 2024. 

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no 

Year 6 SATs writing test. 2

Date Exam

Monday 13th May 2024 Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1 

(45 minutes)

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 2 

(No time limit)

Tuesday 14th May 2024 English Reading (60 minutes)

Wednesday 15th May 2024 Maths Paper 1 Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Maths paper 2 Reasoning (40 minutes)

Thursday 13th May 2024 Maths paper 2 Reasoning (40 minutes)



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: Monday 13th

May

● Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (spelling, 

punctuation and grammar). The paper lasts for 45 

minutes. 

● Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. 
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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: Paper 1
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e.g. that, which

e.g. The first sentence is about two people and 

the second sentence is about three people.



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: Paper 2

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings.

5



Reading: Tuesday 14th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

Comprehension skills 

Any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or 

poetry. 
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Reading 
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Reading 

In the 2019 Reading SATs paper,

● 12% of marks – explaining what words mean 

● 42% of marks – retrieving information 

● 36% of marks – inference skills, making assumptions  

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions. 
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Example questions to ask at home:

- What does this word mean? 

- Which word in this paragraph is the closest in meaning to…?

- What [character] doing when [event] happened?

- True or false questions about a paragraph/ text.

- Why do you [character] did [event]? Can you think of another reason?
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Maths: Wednesday 15th May and Thursday 16th May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

● Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Wednesday 14th May

● Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Wednesday 14th May

● Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 16th May
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)
The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including 

order of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with 

decimals and fractions. 

Example question: 
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5.87

+ 3.123

8.993

8.993

87

- 65

22

22

60 ÷ (30 - 24)

60 ÷ 6       = 10

10

10% of 3,000 = 300

20% of 3,000 = 600 

600
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Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 15th May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday 16th

May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each.  

● Number and place value (including Roman numerals);

● The four operations;

● Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);

● Statistics;

● Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);

● Algebra;

● Ratio and proportion;

● Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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2.5 or 2 ½ 

11 109
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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2,250

400
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When and how the SATs are completed?

● Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the 

assessments are handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 

● After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked 

externally. 

● Some children will sit in smaller groups due to a range of different needs.
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Children with additional needs: 

● Additional (extra) time;

● An adult to scribe (write) for them;

● An adult to read for them (including a translator);

● The use of prompts or rest breaks

● Children can ask for any question to be read to them on 

the grammar, punctuation and spelling test and both 

reasoning papers.
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The results
Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

● A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each 

paper);

● A scaled score (see below);

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the 

National Standard. 

A scaled score of 110 or more shows the pupil is working 

above the National Standard. 21
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SATs Results

● The results are then sent to the school in July. 

● These results alongside Teacher assessment are sent to your child’s secondary school.

● Your child’s SATs score is used by their secondary school to predict your child’s GCSE 

outcome.
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs
Positive attitude! (but we don’t need to tell you that)!

Talk to us if you have any concerns!

Don’t forget that a small amount of anxiety is normal and not harmful.

Give your child time to go outside and reduce screen time.

Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep.
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

● Keep revision light. Going over key skills (times tables, real world mental maths as you 

are shopping or cooking) is a good way to keep revision light. 

● Avoid using past papers. There are plenty of free or inexpensive SATs practice materials 

for parents available. 
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Things to remember about SATs
SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English. 

SATs don’t tell the whole story.

SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career. 

28



What to do if you are worried about your child
SATs often induce a certain degree of worry or anxiety but there is, of course, a tipping 

point. 

SATs anxiety should not:

● Affect a child’s appetite

● Affect a child’s sleep

● Affect a child’s personality

● Induce panic, tears or disengagement from lessons

● Be a reason not to attend school.
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What to do if you are worried about your child

Talk to the school

Talk to your child

Encourage your child to talk to their teacher
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Advice for Year 6 children

● The adults you work with all want you to do your best.

● Get plenty of sleep and eat well, this will help your brain.

● Read all the questions carefully. This can help you to avoid silly mistakes.

● Don’t panic. There may be questions you think you can’t answer. Take a deep 

breath. Read it again. You can always move on and go back to it later. It’s 

often better to write something rather than nothing. 

● Remember that the Year 6 SATs last for 4 days out of your whole life!
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Why I love SATs week…

● Free breakfast on SATs week from 7.45am 

● Free pizza lunch to celebrate your hard work and efforts on Friday 

● Friday Fun DAY!!! SATs will be over 

● We can then start preparing for our end of year production 

● Count down to the residential trip 
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